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J. PL Iwateken 2(2): 80 (1937). 

Sasa kurilensis (Rupr.) Makino & Shibata var. genuina 
f. albostriata Muroi, f. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(2): 128 (1937), ut ‘ albostriata \ 

Sasamorpha mollis Nakai f. albostriata Muroi & 
Murakami, f. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(2): 129 (1937), ut ‘ albo-striata ’. 

Sasamorpha tobaeana (Makino & Uchida) Uchida & 
Murai var. pubescens (Uchida) Muroi, comb. nov. 

J. Pl. Iwateken 2(2): 129 (1937). 

Syn.: Sasa tobaeana var. pubescens Uchida in Sci. 
Res. Morioka Imp. Col. 12: 83 (1936). 

Strobilanthes japonicus Miq. f. variegatus Ihsiba, f. 
nov. 

J. Pl. Iwateken 2(2): 106 (1937). 

Taraxacum clrsiifolium H. Koidz., sp. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 13 (1934); 2(3): 151 (1937). 

Taraxacum hastatotrilobatum H. Koidz., sp. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 10 (1934). 

Taraxacum hatsuroi H. Koidz., sp. nov. 

J. Pl. Iwateken 2(2): 103 (1937). 

Taraxacum hondoense Nakai var. suberectum H. 
Koidz., var. nov. 

J. Pl. Iwateken 2(1): 6 (1934). 

Taraxacum iwabuchii H. Koidz., sp. nov. 


J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 8 (1934). 

Taraxacum iwabuchii H. Koidz. var. datum H. 
Koidz., var. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 9 (1934). 

Taraxacum leiophyllum H. Koidz. var. tubiflorum H. 
Koidz., var. nov. 

J. Pl. Iwateken 2(1): 12 (1934). 

Taraxacum longiappenndiculatum Nakai var. onodae 
H. Koidz., var. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(2): 103 (1937), 

ut Tongeappendiculatum\ 

Taraxacum pseudosachalihense H. Koidz., sp. nov. 
J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 9 (1934). 

Taraxacum spathulatum H. Koidz., sp. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 10 (1934). 

Taraxacum tenuifolium H. Koidz., sp. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(2): 102 (1937). 

Taraxacum tobae H. Koidz., sp. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 13 (1934), ut l 'Tobai. 

Taraxacum venustum H. Koidz. var. genuinum H. 
Koidz. f. datum H. Koidz., f. nov. 

J. Pl. Iwateken 2(1): 7 (1934). 

Taraxacum venustum H. Koidz. var. trilobatum H. 
Koidz., var. nov. 

J. PL Iwateken 2(1): 14 (1934). 


Nobuyuki Tanaka 3 and Jin Murata 11 : A Medicinal Use of Elaeocarpus lanceifolius 

Roxb. Seed in Myanmar 

5 -y y V— Elaeocarpus lanceifolius Roxb. eEH jZ b ) 


In the course of inventory research on the 
flora of Myanmar, a unique utilization of 
Elaeocarpus lanceifolius Roxb. was re¬ 
corded in Sagain Division, northwest of the 
country. Thus far, uses of fruits and nuts 
have been reported in India. Fruits are edible 
and the wood is suitable for making tea 
boxes, charcoal and also for house building. 
Nuts are used as rosaries, necklace and 


bracelets (Murti 1993). This article reports 
on the usage of its seeds as a local medicine 
that has not been recorded from any other re¬ 
gions in Myanmar. This species is locally 
called “Thitpwe” in Myanmar language. 
However, this name is also applied to E. 
floribundus Bl. and E. bracteatus Kurz. 
(Kress et al. 2003). 

Field surveys were conducted in the 
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Fig. 1. A: Fruits of Elaeocarpus lanceifolius Roxb. locally called “Thitpwe” in Alaungdaw Kathapa 
National Park, Sagain Division, Maynmar. B: A local villager grinding an E. lanceifolius stone with 
water to produce sap, which is applied to the skin to cure boils and acne. 


Alaungdaw Kathapa National Park, Sagain 
Division, western Myanmar in January 2004 
and January to February 2005. During inven¬ 
tory studies of plants there, we came across 
a local medicinal use of E. lanceifolius. Once 
the rainy season starts in June, muddy roads 
make access to the Alungdaw Kathapa 
National Park impossible; even local people 
are only able to access the Park during the 
dry season from November to May. During 
this period, small stalls selling E. lanceifolius 
stones open around the pagoda for visitors. 
Ten stones are sold in a packet costing 10 
Kyats (Myanmar local currency; ca. 450 
Kyats = US$ 1). 

Local villagers collect E. lanceifolius 
stones from the forest during the fruiting sea¬ 
son (Fig. 1 A), and then dry them in sunlight. 
After complete desiccation, stones are 
ground with water on a grinding stone 
(Fig. IB). The sap is applied to boils and 
acne, especially on the face. 

In light of these observations, phyto¬ 
chemical studies of the stones of E. 
lanceifolius are recommended in an investi¬ 
gation of compounds potentially active 
against certain skin complaints. 


Elaeocarpus lanceifolius Roxb., FI. Ind. 
ed. 2: 598 (1832); Mast, in Hook. f„ FI. Brit. 
Ind. 1: 402 (1874); Kurz, For. FI. Brit. 
Burma 1: 167 (1877); Phengklai in Thai For. 
Bull. (Bot.) 10 : 28 (1977); Phengklai in FI. 
Thail. 2(4); 422 (1981); Murti in FI. India 3; 
543 (1993). 

Elaeocarpus lacnosus Wall, ex Kurz, For. 
FI. Brit. Burma 1: 168 (1877); Gagnep., FI. 
Gen. Indo-China 1: 579 (1911); Ridl., FI. 
Mai. Pen. 1: 313 (1922); Craib, FI. Siam. 
Enum. 1: 196 (1925). 

Local name (Myanmar): Thitpwe. 

Voucher specimens: MYANMAR: Sagaing 
Division; along the trail to the Alaungdaw Kathapa 
Pagoda, Alaungdaw Kathapa National Park, 520 m alt., 
22°19'N, 94°28 E, N. Tanaka 030055 (MBK); along 
the stream to the south of Alaungdaw Kathapa 
National Park from the base camp, 300-320 m alt., 
22°19'50"N, 94°28'52"E, January 23, 2005, J. Murata 
& al. 032118 (MBK, TI). 

Distribution: India, Myanmar to Indo- 
China, Thailand and Indonesia. 

We wish to thank Mr. Stephan Gale of the 
Makino Botanical Garden for reviewing the 
English manuscript. This research is partly 
supported by a Grant-in-Aid from the 
Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, 
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Sports and Science and Technology to Prof. 
Jin Murata (13375003) and a Grant-in-Aid 
from Kochi Prefectural Government. 
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Hidenobu Funakoshi: The Identity of Critically Endangered Species Alpinia 
bilamellata Makino (Zingiberaceae) from Chichijima Island, Japan 
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